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Since 2021, LAG Valle d’Aosta has been collaborating with the Politecnico di Torino and the Fondation
Courmayeur Mont Blanc on activities and initiatives related to the regeneration of architectural
heritage.
The changes that have occurred in mountain communities in recent years (population decline, reduction of
services, territorial abandonment, and the tertiarization of the economy) have caused many buildings to lose
their original function, leaving them unoccupied. In this context, the research conducted by the Politecnico
di Torino aims, in collaboration with local institutions, to develop a placement strategy that, through the
requalification of existing built heritage, enables the creation of a system of services to promote renewed
habitability of mountain territories.
The main objective of the project was the creation of a “Digital Atlas of Underused Built Heritage of Aosta
Valley,” an interactive online platform containing an inventory of public and private buildings that are
currently abandoned or underused in the Aosta Valley.
In 2023, a public questionnaire was launched to identify these buildings, followed by research
conducted by the Politecnico, which involved selecting buildings, visiting them on site, and collecting data
and documents to be included in the Digital Atlas. It is now possible to report additional buildings through
the website of the Fondation Courmayeur.
To contribute to the construction and dissemination of the Atlas, the working group has organized several
activities over time, including conferences, on-site meetings, and a co-design process. In 2025, a new
memorandum of understanding was signed, allowing the collaboration to continue through new initiatives
and activities of common interest.

DIGITAL ATLAS OF UNDERUSED BUILT
HERITAGE OF AOSTA VALLEY



Starting in March 2020, LAG Valle d’Aosta took part in the development of a transnational
cooperation project with the Irish LAGs Kilkenny Leader Partnership and Forum Connemara
CLG, as well as the Finnish LAG Leader Ravakka. Through joint planning and knowledge sharing, it
was possible to define a common initiative, “SEROI+ Smart Villages,” developed under Measure
19.3.
The project engaged LAG Valle d’Aosta in promoting the Smart Villages approach, an innovative
thematic area aimed at addressing the lack of services, depopulation and isolation in rural areas
through the use of digital solutions, cooperation, and mutual support within a community.
More specifically, the goal was to promote the application of the SEROI+ methodology in Aosta Valley,
starting with the municipalities of the Unité des Communes valdôtaines Grand-Paradis (union of
municipalities), selected as the project’s pilot area. This methodology helps local communities to
identify and independently design services and actions capable of fostering the future development
of their area, by assessing the economic, social, and environmental return on investment.
The project therefore involved the direct participation of local stakeholders, following a bottom-up
co-design approach aimed at genuinely responding to the needs of the communities concerned.
Project activities began in October 2021 and concluded in June 2023, culminating in the pilot
implementation of the Grand-Paradis Digital Desk, a digital mediation service offered to the local
population.
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Between March 2024 and May 2025, LAG Valle d’Aosta collaborated with Liminal Association, a social
promotion association based in Rome and composed of young professionals and students committed to
reactivating social and economic dynamics in rural areas.
More specifically, the LAG was identified by Liminal as a partner for our Region in the implementation of the
project “Encouraging Reuse”, an initiative aimed at involving Local Action Group (LAG) and municipalities with
fewer than 2,500 inhabitants, with the goal of enhancing the real estate assets of small towns through data
analysis and interdisciplinary approaches for the recovery of unused buildings.
The LAG therefore launched a public call to gather expressions of interest from a municipality or from two
neighbouring Aosta Valley municipalities acting jointly wishing to take part in the co-design process envisaged
by the initiative, with a total population between 500 and 2,500 inhabitants. Following this call, the
municipalities of Fontainemore and Perloz were selected.
The project unfolded in two phases. In the first phase, a group of young researchers made up of members of
Liminal Association and students from prestigious American universities such as MIT (Massachusetts Institute of
Technology), as well as from Italian universities was hosted in the area to carry out, on the one hand, mapping
and surveying activities of local real estate assets using advanced technologies and, on the other, an analysis
of the territorial context through meetings and interviews with the local community to understand its
strengths, needs, and ideas.
The mapping work led to the identification of more than 700 buildings across the two municipalities. At the
same time, the data collected during the interviews made it possible, in the second phase of the project
(October 2024 – May 2025), to launch entrepreneurial facilitation programmes with certain local stakeholders
interested in developing their activities in the area.
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The LEADER Forum is a collaborative initiative among Italian LAGs, created in 2020 to
contribute to the discussion on local development in rural areas and to promote
exchange on issues related to community-led local development. Each year, an Italian LAG
is appointed to coordinate the Forum, which includes organizing the annual conference and
selecting the workshops.
Within this framework, interested LAGs can propose thematic workshops, open to
registration by all LAGs wishing to work on the topic. Throughout the year, workshop
participants meet, either online and/or in person, to discuss the theme and prepare a
presentation of the results achieved, to be shared during the annual conference.
The conference is the heart of the initiative: a two-day meeting during which participating LAGs
can debate the results of the various workshops, as well as other topics of common interest.
Since the first edition, LAG Valle d’Aosta has actively contributed to the workshops both as a
proposer and as a participant, and has taken part in the annual conferences, with the
exception of the 2021 edition.
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As part of the 2022 Leader Forum, LAG Valle d’Aosta, together with LAG Colline di Bergamo e del Canto Alto
and in collaboration with nine other Italian Local Action Groups, organized the thematic workshop
“Opportunities Offered by the Smart Villages Approach for Rural and Mountain Areas: Analysis of Case
Studies.”
 The Smart Villages approach aims to extend the benefits of information and communication technologies to
rural and mountain areas, in order to make these territories attractive places to live and work, as well as
sustainable for the future of the environment and the communities that inhabit them. The objective was to
create a participatory process—well known to the LAG— involving local communities and leading to the
implementation of a development strategy aimed at improving their economic, social, and/or
environmental conditions. This theme aligns with the objectives of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.
Within the workshop, which brought together more than 40 participants from around twenty LAGs across 16
Italian regions, the participating LAGs selected and analyzed several good practices related to Smart Villages,
connected to four thematic areas and replicable throughout the national territory, capable of introducing
innovation into the development planning of rural and mountain areas.
The four workshop webinars were also integrated into the broader “Smart Rural Hub” initiative, developed
in collaboration with the National Rural Network, with the aim of building a shared space for reflection and
in-depth study on the topic, bringing LAGs and municipalities together around the Smart Villages approach.
The first meeting of the workshop, organized with the National Rural Network, was held on the 8th April
2022 and provided an opportunity to launch dialogue among the LAGs and present the work program. On
that occasion, the National Rural Network also launched the “Smart Rural Calling,” aimed at LAGs interested in
developing proposals for Smart Village projects.
The 37 LAGs that submitted a project idea in response to this call were invited, in July of the same year, by the
National Rural Network in collaboration with LAG Valle d’Aosta, to Cogne to participate in the in-person
workshop “Smart Village: From Theory to Practice.”
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